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On May 25, 2012, President Obama announced that the United States would spend the next thirteen
years – through November 11, 2025 – commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War, and the
American soldiers, “more than 58,000 patriots,” who died in Vietnam. The fact that at least 2.1 million
Vietnamese – soldiers, parents, grandparents, children – also died in that war will be largely unknown and
entirely uncommemorated. And U.S. history barely stops to record the millions of Vietnamese who lived on
after being displaced, tortured, maimed, raped, or born with birth defects, the result of devastating chemicals
wreaked on the land by the U.S. military. The reason for this appalling disconnect of consciousness lies in an
unremitting public relations campaign waged by top American politicians, military leaders, business people,
and scholars who have spent the last sixty years justifying the U.S. presence in Vietnam. It is a campaign of
patriotic conceit superbly chronicled by John Marciano in The American War in Vietnam: Crime or
Commemoration?.

A devastating follow-up to Marciano’s 1979 classic Teaching the Vietnam War (written with
William L. Griffen), Marciano’s book seeks not to commemorate the Vietnam War, but to stop the ongoing
U.S. war on actual history. Marciano reveals the grandiose flag-waving that stems from the “Noble Cause
principle,” the notion that America is “chosen by God” to bring democracy to the world. Marciano writes of
the Noble Cause being invoked unsparingly by presidents – from Jimmy Carter, in his observation that,
regarding Vietnam, “the destruction was mutual,” to Barack Obama, who continues the flow of romantic
media propaganda: “The United States of America … will remain the greatest force for freedom the world
has ever known.”

The result is critical writing and teaching at its best. This book will find a home in classrooms where
teachers seek to do more than repeat the trite glorifications of U.S. empire. It will provide students
everywhere with insights that can prepare them to change the world.
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From reader reviews:

James Kyles:

This The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? without
we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? can bring when you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? having excellent arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Guadalupe Ramsey:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The American War in Vietnam: Crime or
Commemoration? as the daily resource information.

Carol Hamilton:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get previous to. The The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life within this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Mike Hart:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you personally is The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? this



publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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