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Over the past half-century, historians have greatly enriched our understanding of America's past, broadening
their fields of inquiry from such traditional topics as politics and war to include the agency of class, race,
ethnicity, and gender and to focus on the lives of ordinary men and women. We now know that homes and
workplaces form a part of our history as important as battlefields and the corridors of power. Only recently,
however, have historians begun to examine the fundamentals of lived experience and how people perceive
the world through the five senses.

In this ambitious work, Peter Charles Hoffer presents a "sensory history" of early North America, offering a
bold new understanding of the role that sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch played in shaping the lives of
Europeans, Indians, and Africans in the New World. Reconstructing the most ephemeral aspects of
America's colonial past?the choking stench of black powder, the cacophony of unfamiliar languages, the
taste of fresh water and new foods, the first sight of strange peoples and foreign landscapes, the rough texture
of homespun, the clumsy weight of a hoe?Hoffer explores the impact of sensuous experiences on human
thought and action. He traces the effect sensation and perception had on the cause and course of events
conventionally attributed to deeper cultural and material circumstances.

Hoffer revisits select key events, encounters, and writings from America's colonial past to uncover the
sensory elements in each and decipher the ways in which sensual data were mediated by prevailing and often
conflicting cultural norms. Among the episodes he reexamines are the first meetings of Europeans and
Native Americans; belief in and encounters with the supernatural; the experience of slavery and slave
revolts; the physical and emotional fervor of the Great Awakening; and the feelings that prompted the
Revolution. Imaginatively conceived, deeply informed, and elegantly written, Sensory Worlds of Early
America convincingly establishes sensory experience as a legitimate object of historical inquiry and vividly
brings America's colonial era to life.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Sensory Worlds in Early America book is readable by simply you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with
Sensory Worlds in Early America content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Sensory Worlds in Early America is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Courtney Cook:

This book untitled Sensory Worlds in Early America to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Jordan Miller:

The book untitled Sensory Worlds in Early America contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Jodie Jennings:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Sensory Worlds in Early America can give
you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Sensory Worlds in Early America.
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