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In this book, Lauren Ristvet rethinks the narratives of state formation by investigating the interconnections
between ritual, performance, and politics in the ancient Near East. She draws on a wide range of
archaeological, iconographic, and cuneiform sources to show how ritual performance was not set apart from
the real practice of politics; it was politics. Rituals provided an opportunity for elites and ordinary people to
negotiate political authority. Descriptions of rituals from three periods explore the networks of signification
that informed different societies. From circa 2600 to 2200 BC, pilgrimage made kingdoms out of previously
isolated villages. Similarly, from circa 1900 to 1700 BC, commemorative ceremonies legitimated new
political dynasties by connecting them to a shared past. Finally, in the Hellenistic period, the traditional
Babylonian Akitu festival was an occasion for Greek-speaking kings to show that they were Babylonian and
for Babylonian priests to gain significant power.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Ritual, Performance, and Politics in the Ancient Near East. Try
to stumble through book Ritual, Performance, and Politics in the Ancient Near East as your pal. It means that
it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Dan Fry:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this Ritual, Performance, and Politics in the Ancient Near East.

Sharon Garon:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Ritual, Performance, and Politics in
the Ancient Near East, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Starr Place:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Ritual, Performance, and Politics in the Ancient Near East can be your answer since it can be read by
you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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