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What if one of the most thrilling stories in the history of science turned out to be wrong? Can urban legends
creep into the hallowed grounds of scientific history? Asincredible asit may sound, the story of one of the
most important elements in modern times — helium - has been often misrepresented in books, encyclopedias,
and online sources, despite the fact that archival materialstell adifferent story. Open the entry for Helium in
any encyclopaedia and you will read afalse story that has been repeated over the years. * Encyclopaedia
Britannica', for example, says that helium was discovered by the French astronomer Pierre Janssen while
observing atotal solar eclipse from Indiain 1868. Apparently he noticed something new in the spectrum of
the sun, which he thought was the signature of an undiscovered element.

Thetruth isthat Janssen never saw any sign of a new element during his observationsin India. His reports
and letters do not mention any such claim.

Other sources would have you believe that helium was jointly discovered by Janssen and Norman Lockyer, a
British scientist, and that their discovery letters reached Paris the same day, one sent from India, and the
other from England.

Again, the truth is completely different. Two letters from Lockyer and Janssen did reach Paris the same day
in 1868, but their letters did not mention any new element. What they had discovered was a new way of
observing the Sun without a solar eclipse. Thiswould ultimately lead to the discovery of helium, in which
Lockyer would play a prominent role, but not Janssen.

At the same time, Norman Robert Pogson, a disgruntled British astronomer stationed in India did notice
something peculiar during the eclipse. He was the first one to notice something odd about the spectrum of the
Sun that day, and his observations would prove crucial to Lockyer’s own investigations of helium. But
Pogson’ s report was never published in any peer reviewed journal and it languished on the desk of alocal
British officer in colonial India.

This book tells the real story behind the discovery of helium, along with biographical sketches of the
scientists and descriptions of the milieu in which they worked. It will convey the excitement, confusion, and

passion of nineteenth century scientists, using their own words, from their letters and reports.

“The Story of Helium and the Birth of Astrophysics’ chronicles one of the most exciting discoveries ever
made and explains why it also marked the birth of anew branch of science called ‘astrophysics.’
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From reader reviews:
Annette Puente:

The book The Story of Helium and the Birth of Astrophysics (Astronomers Universe) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like abook The
Story of Helium and the Birth of Astrophysics (Astronomers Universe)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you could share al of these. Book The Story of Helium and the Birth of Astrophysics (Astronomers
Universe) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the
enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Roberts:

Now aday people that Living in the erawhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can betrue or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Story of Helium and the Birth of
Astrophysics (Astronomers' Universe) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Teresa Cook:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Story of Helium and the Birth of Astrophysics
(Astronomers Universe) can give you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have The Story of Helium and
the Birth of Astrophysics (Astronomers Universe).

Kelsey Jimenez:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Story of Helium and the Birth of
Astrophysics (Astronomers Universe) can make you experience more interested to read.
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