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The small town has become a national icon that circulates widely in literature, culture, and politics as an
authentic American space and community. Yet there are surprisingly few critical studies that analyze the
small town’s centrality to the United States’ identity and imagination.

In Main Street and Empire, Ryan Poll addresses this need, arguing that the small town, as evoked by the

image of “Main Street,” is not a relic of the past but rather a metaphorical screen upon which America’s

“everyday” stories and subjects are projected on both a national and global scale.

Bringing together a broad selection of texts—from Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, Grace Metalious’s Peyton

Place, and Peter Weir’s The Truman Show to the speeches of William McKinley, Ronald Reagan, Sarah

Palin, and Barack Obama—Poll examines how the small town is used to imagine and reproduce the nation

throughout the twentieth- and into the twenty-first century. He contends that the dominant small town,

despite its innocent, nostalgic appearance, is central to the development of the U.S. empire and global

capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Brown:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Main Street and Empire: The
Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Ethelyn Allen:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization
(The American Literatures Initiative) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those
short time problems.

Jon Pittenger:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in
the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) can give you a lot of good friends because by
you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the
Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative).

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small
Town in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) as well as others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Main Street and Empire:



The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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