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Metatheater, or "theater within theater," is a critical approach often used in studies of Shakespearian or
modern drama. Breaking new ground in the study of ancient Greek tragedy, Mark Ringer applies the concept
of metatheatricality to the work of Sophocles. His innovative analysis sheds light on Sophocles' technical
ingenuity and reveals previously unrecognized facets of fifth-century performative irony.

Ringer analyzes the layers of theatrical self-awareness in all seven
Sophoclean tragedies, giving special attention to Electra, the
playwright's most metatheatrical work. He focuses on plays within plays,
characters who appear to be in rivalry with their playwright in "scripting"
their dramas, and the various roles that characters assume in their attempts to deceive other characters or
even themselves. Ringer also examines instances of literal role playing, exploring the implications of the
Greek convention of sharing multiple roles among only three actors.

Sophocles has long been praised as one of the masters of dramatic
irony. Awareness of Sophoclean metatheater, Ringer shows, deepens our appreciation of that irony and
reveals the playwright's keen awareness of his art.

Originally published in 1998.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in
Sophocles.

Johnny Allen:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in
Sophocles. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Ismael Black:

This Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role
Playing in Sophocles can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Odelia Dennis:

Typically the book Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles will bring one to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Electra and the Empty Urn:
Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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