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In 1957 Sputnik, the world’s first man-made satellite, dazzled people as it zipped around the planet. By the
beginning of the twenty-first century, more than eight thousand satellites orbited the Earth, and satellite
practices such as live transmission, direct broadcasting, remote sensing, and astronomical observation had
altered how we imagined ourselves in relation to others and our planet within the cosmos. In Cultures in
Orbit, Lisa Parks analyzes these satellite practices and shows how they have affected meanings of “the
global” and “the televisual.” Parks suggests that the convergence of broadcast, satellite, and computer
technologies necessitates an expanded definition of “television,” one that encompasses practices of military
monitoring and scientific observation as well as commercial entertainment and public broadcasting.

Roaming across the disciplines of media studies, geography, and science and technology studies, Parks
examines uses of satellites by broadcasters, military officials, archaeologists, and astronomers. She looks at
Our World, a live intercontinental television program that reached five hundred million viewers in 1967, and
Imparja tv, an Aboriginal satellite tv network in Australia. Turning to satellites’ remote-sensing capabilities,
she explores the U.S. military’s production of satellite images of the war in Bosnia as well as archaeologists’
use of satellites in the excavation of Cleopatra’s palace in Alexandria, Egypt. Parks’s reflections on how
Western fantasies of control are implicated in the Hubble telescope’s views of outer space point to a broader
concern: that while satellite uses promise a “global village,” they also cut and divide the planet in ways that
extend the hegemony of the post-industrial West. In focusing on such contradictions, Parks highlights how
satellites cross paths with cultural politics and social struggles.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Preuss:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Cultures
in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing passions), you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Robert Alcock:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing passions).

William Bottoms:

The guide with title Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing passions) posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Amy Gutierrez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing passions) when you desired it?
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