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What do we mean by 'tragedy' in present-day usage? When we turn on the news, does a report of the latest
atrocity have any connection with the masterpieces of Sophocles, Shakespeare and Racine? What has tragedy
been made to mean by dramatists, story-tellers, critics, philosophers, politicians and journalists over the last
two and a half millennia? Why do we still read, re-write, and stage these old plays?

This book argues for the continuities between 'then' and 'now'. Addressing questions about belief, blame,
mourning, revenge, pain, witnessing, timing and ending, Adrian Poole demonstrates the age-old significance
of our attempts to make sense of terrible suffering.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Wesley Powell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) to read.

Antonia Parham:

This Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt that?

Mark Miller:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Ryan Barrett:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Tragedy: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions).
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