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Insistence of the Material engages with recent theories of materiality and biopolitics to provide a radical
reinterpretation of experimental fiction in the second half of the twentieth century. In contrast to readings
that emphasize the metafictional qualities of these works, Christopher Breu examines this literature’s focus
on the material conditions of everyday life, from the body to built environments, and from ecosystems to
economic production.

In Insistence of the Material, Breu rethinks contemporary understandings of biopolitics, affirming the
importance of forms of materiality that refuse full socialization and resist symbolic manipulation. Breu
considers a range of novels that reflect questions of materiality in a biopolitical era, including William
Burroughs’s Naked Lunch, Thomas Pynchon’s V., J. G. Ballard’s Crash, Dodie Bellamy’s The Letters of
Mina Harker, and Leslie Marmon Silko’s Almanac of the Dead. Drawing from accounts of the emergence of
immaterial production and biopolitics by Michel Foucault, Giorgio Agamben, Roberto Esposito, and Michael
Hardt and Antonio Negri, Breu reveals the confrontational dimensions of materiality itself in a world
devoted to the idea of its easy malleability and transcendence.

Taking his analysis beyond the boundaries of literature, Breu argues that both materiality and subjectivity
form sites of resistance to biopolitical control and that new developments in materialist theory advance a
conception of social existence in which materiality—rather than language or culture—is the central term.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

In other case, little people like to read book Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new
book Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
study.

Marie Griffin:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this Insistence of the
Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Lily Spivey:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One
of them is this Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics.

Ann Foley:

The reason why? Because this Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving



your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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