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In August 2004, South Africa officially legalized the practice of traditional healers. Largely in response to
the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and limited both by the number of practitioners and by patients’ access to
treatment, biomedical practitioners looked toward the country’ s traditional healers asimportant agentsin the
development of medical education and treatment. This collaboration has not been easy. The two medical
cultures embrace different ideas about the body and the origin of illness, but they do share a history of
commercia and ideological competition and different relations to state power. Healing Traditions: African
Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 provides along-overdue
historical perspective to these interactions and an understanding that is vital for the development of medical
strategies to effectively deal with South Africa s healthcare challenges.

Between 1820 and 1948 traditional healersin Natal, South Africa, transformed themselves from politically
powerful men and women who challenged colonial rule and law into successful entrepreneurs who competed
for turf and patients with white biomedical doctors and pharmacists. To understand what is “traditional”
about traditional medicine, Flint argues that we must consider the cultural actors not commonly associated
with African therapeutics: white biomedical practitioners, Indian healers, and the implementing of white
rule.

Carefully crafted, well written, and powerfully argued, Flint’s analysis of the ways that indigenous medical
knowledge and therapeutic practices were forged, contested, and transformed over two centuriesis highly
illuminating, as is her demonstration that many “traditional” practices changed over time. Her discussion of
African and Indian medical encounters opens up awhole new way of thinking about the social basis of
health and healing in South Africa. Thisimportant book will be core reading for classes and future
scholarship on health and healing in South Africa
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From reader reviews:
Steven Tran:

The book Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-
1948 (New African Histories) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable
alot moreincrease. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make examining a book Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural
Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) to get your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or al
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide Healing Traditions: African
Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Patricia M cGuire:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition
in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your extratime
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jim Loop:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thisbook Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural
Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural
Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Joseph Mattos:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Healing Traditions. African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa,



1820-1948 (New African Histories) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life by this book Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange,
and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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