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In Brethren by Nature, Margaret Ellen Newell reveals a little-known aspect of American history: English
colonists in New England enslaved thousands of Indians. Massachusetts became the first English colony to
legalize slavery in 1641, and the colonists' desire for slaves shaped the major New England Indian wars,
including the Pequot War of 1637, King Philip's War of 1675–76, and the northeastern Wabanaki conflicts of
1676–1749. When the wartime conquest of Indians ceased, New Englanders turned to the courts to get
control of their labor, or imported Indians from Florida and the Carolinas, or simply claimed free Indians as
slaves.

Drawing on letters, diaries, newspapers, and court records, Newell recovers the slaves’ own stories and
shows how they influenced New England society in crucial ways. Indians lived in English homes, raised
English children, and manned colonial armies, farms, and fleets, exposing their captors to Native religion,
foods, and technology. Some achieved freedom and power in this new colonial culture, but others
experienced violence, surveillance, and family separations.

Newell also explains how slavery linked the fate of Africans and Indians. The trade in Indian captives
connected New England to Caribbean and Atlantic slave economies. Indians labored on sugar plantations in
Jamaica, tended fields in the Azores, and rowed English naval galleys in Tangier. Indian slaves outnumbered
Africans within New England before 1700, but the balance soon shifted. Fearful of the growing African
population, local governments stripped Indian and African servants and slaves of legal rights and personal
freedoms. Nevertheless, because Indians remained a significant part of the slave population, the New
England colonies did not adopt all of the rigid racial laws typical of slave societies in Virginia and Barbados.
Newell finds that second- and third-generation Indian slaves fought their enslavement and claimed
citizenship in cases that had implications for all enslaved peoples in eighteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sena:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Brethren by Nature: New England
Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American Slavery. All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Beth Murray:

The book untitled Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American Slavery
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language
is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice learn.

Adam Perlman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American
Slavery was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Yolanda Harris:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Brethren by Nature: New England Indians,
Colonists, and the Origins of American Slavery can make you sense more interested to read.
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