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This book examines the relationship between athletics and philosophy in ancient Greece and Rome focused
on the connection between athleticism and virtue. It begins by observing that the link between athleticism
and virtue is older than sport, reaching back to the athletic feats of kings and pharaohs in early Egypt and
Mesopotamia. It then traces the role of athletics and the Olympic Games in transforming the idea of
aristocracy as something acquired by birth to something that can be trained. This idea of training virtue
through the techniques and practice of athletics is examined in relation to Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Then
Roman spectacles such as chariot racing and gladiator games are studied in light of the philosophy of
Lucretius, Seneca, and Marcus Aurelius. The concluding chapter connects the book’s ancient observations
with contemporary issues such as the use of athletes as role models, the relationship between money and
corruption, the relative worth of participation and spectatorship, and the role of females in sport.

The author argues that there is a strong link between sport and philosophy in the ancient world, calling them
offspring of common parents: concern about virtue and the spirit of free enquiry.

This book was previously published as a special issue of the Ethics and Sport.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Sewell:

The actual book Athletics and Philosophy in the Ancient World: Contests of Virtue (Ethics and Sport) will
bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Athletics and
Philosophy in the Ancient World: Contests of Virtue (Ethics and Sport) is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Robert Murphy:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Athletics and Philosophy in the Ancient World: Contests of Virtue (Ethics and
Sport) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

James Shockley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is named of book Athletics and Philosophy in the Ancient World: Contests of Virtue (Ethics and Sport).
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.

Beverlee Guthrie:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Athletics and Philosophy in the Ancient World: Contests of Virtue (Ethics and Sport) when you essential it?
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