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A Material Culture focuses on objects in Swahili society through the elaboration of an approach that sees
people and things as caught up in webs of mutual interaction. It therefore provides both a new theoretical
intervention in some of the key themes in material culture studies, including the agency of objects and the
ways they were linked to social identities, through the development of the notion of a biography of practice.

These theoretical discussions are explored through the archaeology of the Swahili, on the Indian Ocean coast
of eastern Africa. This coast was home to a series of settlements from the seventh century onwards; some
grew to become coral-built 'stonetowns'. These precolonial towns, such as Kilwa Kisiwani, Mombasa, and
Gede, represent a unique urban tradition. They were deeply involved in maritime trade, carried out by a
diverse Islamic population.

This book suggests that the Swahili are a highly-significant case study for exploration of the relationship
between objects and people in the past, as the society was constituted and defined through a particular
material setting. Further, it is suggested that this relationship was subtly different than in other areas, and
particularly from western models that dominate prevailing analysis. The case is made for an alternative form
of materiality, perhaps common to the wider Indian Ocean world,
with an emphasis on redistribution and circulation rather than on the accumulation of wealth. The reader will
therefore gain familiarity with a little-known and fascinating culture, as well as appreciating the ways that
non-western examples can add to our theoretical models.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Cochran:

This A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on the Coast of Precolonial East Africa book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on
the Coast of Precolonial East Africa without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on the
Coast of Precolonial East Africa can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Material Culture:
Consumption and Materiality on the Coast of Precolonial East Africa having good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Barbara Palmer:

This A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on the Coast of Precolonial East Africa is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately
using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality
on the Coast of Precolonial East Africa in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but
this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that will?

Teresita Donahue:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on the Coast of Precolonial East Africa. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.

Courtney Osteen:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around



the world. Through the book A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on the Coast of Precolonial
East Africa we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life by this book A Material Culture: Consumption and Materiality on the Coast of
Precolonial East Africa. You can more appealing than now.
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