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There is a unique constitutional relationship between Aboriginal people and the Canadian state - a
relationship that does not exist between other Canadians and the state. It's from this central premise that
Patrick Macklem builds his argument in this outstanding and significant work.

Why does this special relationship exist? What does it entail in terms of Canadian constitutional order? There
are, Macklem argues, four complex social facts that lie at the heart of the relationship. First, Aboriginal
people belong to distinctive cultures that were and continue to be threatened by non-Aboriginal beliefs,
philosophies, and ways of life. Second, prior to European contact, Aboriginal people lived in and occupied
North America. Third, prior to European contact, Aboriginal people not only occupied North America; they
exercised sovereign authority over persons and territory. Fourth, Aboriginal people participated in and
continue to participate in a treaty process with the Crown. Together, these four social conditions are
exclusive to the Aboriginal people of North America and constitute what Macklem refers to as indigenous
difference.

Exploring the constitutional significance of indigenous difference in light of the challenges it poses to the
ideal of equal citizenship, Macklem engages an interdisciplinary methodology that treats constitutional law
as an enterprise that actively distributes power, primarily in the form of rights and jurisdiction, among a
variety of legal actors, including individuals, groups, institutions, and governments. On this account,
constitutional law refers to an ongoing project of aspiring to distributive justice, disciplined but not
determined by text, structure, or precedent. Far from threatening equality, constitutional protection of
indigenous difference promotes equal and therefore just distributions of constitutional power.

The book details constitutional rights to Aboriginal people that protect interests associated with culture,
territory, sovereignty, and the treaty process, and explores the circumstances in which these rights can be
interfered with by the Canadian state. It also examines the relation between these rights and the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Feedoms, and proposes extensive reform of existing treaty processes in order to protect
and promote their exercise.

Macklem's book offers a challenge to traditional understandings of the constitutional status of indigenous
peoples, relevant not only to Canadian debates but also to those in other parts of the world where indigenous
peoples are asserting greater autonomy over their collective futures.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hannah:

The book Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada has simple shape however you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Hazel Gannon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada provide you with new experience in reading
a book.

Willie Thacker:

Beside that Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it
from now!

Guadalupe McCoy:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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