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In the popular imagination, slavery in the United States ended with Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation. The Proclamation may have been limited—freeing only slaves within Confederate states who
were able to make their way to Union lines—but it is nonetheless generally seen as the key moment, with
Lincoln’s leadership setting into motion atrain of inevitable events that culminated in the passage of an
outright ban: the Thirteenth Amendment.

Therea story, however, is much more complicated—and dramatic—than that. With Who Freed the Saves?,
distinguished historian Leonard L. Richards tells the little-known story of the battle over the Thirteenth
Amendment, and of James Ashley, the unsung Ohio congressman who proposed the amendment and steered
it to passage. Taking readers to the floor of Congress and the back rooms where deals were made, Richards
brings to life the messy process of |egislation—a process made all the more complicated by the bloody war
and the deep-rooted fear of black emancipation. We watch as Ashley proposes, fine-tunes, and pushes the
amendment even as Lincoln drags his feet, only coming aboard and providing crucial support at the last
minute. Even as emancipation became the law of the land, Richards shows, its opponents were already
regrouping, beginning what would become a decades-long—and largely successful—fight to limit the
amendment’ simpact.

Who Freed the Saves? is a masterwork of American history, presenting a surprising, nuanced portrayal of a
crucial moment for the nation, one whose effects are still being felt today.
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From reader reviews:
John Frank:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Who
Freed the Slaves? The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
before. The Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Stanley Wélls:

Y ou can obtain this Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of thisreserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your reserve. It ismost important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry
to choose right ways for you.

Joseph Wood:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Who Freed the Slaves?: The
Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science book, any other book likes Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth
Amendment to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Mike Costello:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight
over the Thirteenth Amendment to make your own reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to



open abook and study it. Beside that the reserve Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth
Amendment can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this
time.
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