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Distinguished poet Donald Hall reflects on the meaning of work, solitude, and love

"The best new book I have read this year, of extraordinary nobility and wisdom. It will remain with me
always."—Louis Begley, The New York Times

"A sustained meditation on work as the key to personal happiness. . . . Life Work reads most of all like a
first-person psychological novel with a poet named Donald Hall as its protagonist. . . . Hall's particular
talents ultimately [are] for the memoir, a genre in which he has few living equals. In his hands the memoir is
only partially an autobiographical genre. He pours both his full critical intelligence and poetic sensibility into
the form."—Dana Gioia, Los Angeles Times

"Hall . . . here offers a meditative look at his life as a writer in a spare and beautifully crafted memoir.
Devoted to his art, Hall can barely wait for the sun to rise each morning so that he can begin the task of
shaping words."—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"I [am] delighted and moved by Donald Hall's Life Work, his autobiographical tribute to sheer work--as
distinguished from labor--as the most satisfying and ennobling of activities, whether one is writing, canning
vegetables or playing a dung fork on a New Hampshire farm."—Paul Fussell, The Boston Globe

“Donald Hall’s Life Work has been strangely gripping, what with his daily to do lists, his ruminations on the
sublimating power of work. Hall has written so much about that house in New Hampshire where he lives that
I’m beginning to think of it less as a place than a state of mind. I find it odd that a creative mind can work
with such Spartan organization (he describes waiting for the alarm to go off at 4:45 AM, so eager is he to get
to his desk) at such a mysterious activity (making a poem work) without getting in the way of itself.”—John
Freeman’s blog (National Book Critics Circle Board President)
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Life Work.

Vicki Head:

The book Life Work can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Life Work? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Life Work has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jerry Montgomery:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Life Work to read.

Scott Burnett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Life Work
offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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