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Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan is a historical analysis of the discourses of nostalgiain late nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century Japan. Through an analysis of the experience of rapid social change in Japan’s
modernization, it argues that fads (ry?k?) and the desires they express are central to understanding Japanese
modernity, conceptions of gender, and discourses of nationalism. In doing so, the author uncovers the myth
of eternal return that lurks below the surface of Japanese history as an expression of the desire to find
meaning amid the chaos and alienation of modern times. The Meiji period (1868-1912) was one of rapid
change that hastened the process of forgetting: The state’ s aggressive program of modernization required the
repression of history and memory. However, repression merely produced new forms of desire seeking a
return to the past, with the result that competing or aternative conceptions of the nation haunted the history
of modern Japan. Rooted in the belief that the nation was a natural and organic entity that predated the
rational, modern state, such conceptions often were responses to modernity that envisioned the nation in
opposition to the modern state. What these visions of the nation shared was the ironic desire to overcome the
modern condition by seeking the timeless past. While the condition of their repression was often linked to
the modernizing policies of the Meiji state, the means for imagining the nation in opposition to the state
reguired the construction of new symbols that claimed the authority of history and appealed to arearticulated
tradition. Through the idiom of gender and nation, new reified representations of continuity, timelessness,
and history were fashioned to compensate for the unmooring of inherited practices from the shared |ocales of
everyday life.

This book examines the intellectual, social, and cultural factors that contributed to the rapid spread of
Western tastes and styles, along with the backlash against Westernization that was expressed as alonging for
the past. By focusing on the expressions of these desires in popular culture and mediatexts, it reveals how
the conflation of mother, countryside, everyday life, and history structured representations to naturalize
ideologies of gender and nationalism.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Hoffman:

This Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book isinformation
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of
History without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of
History can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Modernity, Loss,
and the Doing of History having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Tina Wilson:

Often the book Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan: Maodernity, Loss, and the Doing of History will bring one
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. Should you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan:
Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Wendy Hartnett:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan:
Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Gender and Nation in Meiji Japan:
Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History become your own personal starter.

Robert Oshea:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Gender and Nation in Meiji



Japan: Modernity, Loss, and the Doing of History.
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