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Why, alone among industrial demaocracies, does the United States not have national health insurance? While
many books have addressed this question, Dead on Arrival isthe first to do so based on original archival
research for the full sweep of the twentieth century. Drawing on awide range of political, reform, business,
and labor records, Colin Gordon traces a complex and interwoven story of political failure and private
response. He examines, in turn, the emergence of private, work-based benefits; the uniquely American
pursuit of "social insurance"; the influence of race and gender on the health care debate; and the ongoing
confrontation between reformers and powerful economic and health interests.

Dead on Arrival stands aone in accounting for the failure of national or universal health policy from the
early twentieth century to the present. Asimportantly, it also suggests how various interests (doctors,
hospitals, patients, workers, employers, labor unions, medical reformers, and political parties) confronted the
guestion of health care--as a private responsibility, as ajob-based benefit, as a political obligation, and asa
fundamental right.

Using health care as awindow onto the logic of American politics and American social provision, Gordon
both deepens and informs the contemporary debate. Fluidly written and deftly argued, Dead on Arrival is
thus not only a compelling history of the health care quandary but a fascinating exploration of the country's
political economy and political culture through "the American century,” of the role of private interests and
private benefits in the shaping of socia policy, and, ultimately, of the ways the American welfare state
empowers but also imprisons its citizens.
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From reader reviews:
Ann Tuttle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Dead on Arrival: The Politics
of Health Care in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Velma Stuart:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be Dead on Arrival: The Politics of Health Care in Twentieth-Century America
(Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

CarriePorter:

This Dead on Arrival: The Palitics of Health Care in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book revedl it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Dead on Arrival: The Politics of Health
Care in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Mike Costello:

Y ou can get this Dead on Arrival: The Politics of Health Care in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of thisreserve are various. Not only
by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways



to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let'stry to choose right ways for you.
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