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Nothing is"pure" in America, and, indeed, the rich ethnic mix that constitutes our society accounts for much
of itsamazing vitality. Werner Sollors's new book takes awide-ranging look at the role of "ethnicity" in
American literature and what that literature has said-and continues to say-about our diverse culture. Ethnic
consciousness, he contends, is a constituent feature of modernism, not modernism's antithesis. Discussing
works from every period of American history, Sollors focuses particularly on the tension between "descent"
and "consent"-between the concern for one'sracial, ethnic, and familial heritage and the conflicting desireto
choose one's own destiny, even if that choice goes against one's heritage. Some of the stories Sollors
examines are retellings of the biblical Exodus-stories in which Americans of the most diverse origins have
painted their own histories as an escape from bondage or a search for a new Canaan. Other stories are
"American-made" tales of melting-pot romance, which may either triumph in intermarriage, accompanied by
new world symphonies, or end with the lovers death. Still other stories concern voyages of self-discovery in
which the hero attempts to steer a perilous course between stubborn traditionalism and total assimilation.
And then there are the generational sagas, in which, asif by magic, the third generation emerges as the
fulfillment of their forebears dream. Citing examples that range from the writings of Cotton Mather to
Liquid Sky (a"post-punk"” science fiction film directed by a Russian emigre), Sollors shows how the creators
of American culture have generally been attracted to what is most new and modern. A provocative and
original look at "ethnicity" in American literature- Covers stories from all periods of our nation's history-
Relates ethnic literature to the principle of literary modernism- " Grave and hilarious, tender and merciless. . .
The book performsapu
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From reader reviews:
James Benavidez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular
Beyond Ethnicity: Consent and Descent in American Culture book as nice and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Johnnie Gonzales;

People livein this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Beyond Ethnicity: Consent and Descent in American Culture.

Floyd Alling:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Beyond Ethnicity: Consent and Descent in American Culture why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Richard Osteen:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this al time you only find guide that need more time
to be study. Beyond Ethnicity: Consent and Descent in American Culture can be your answer because it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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