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Spectacular Miracles confronts an enduring Western belief in the supernatural power of images, for example
the belief that a statue or painting of the Madonna can fly through the air, speak, weep or produce miraculous
cures. Although discomforting to widely-held assumptions, the cults of particular paintings and statues held
to be miraculous have persisted beyond the middle ages into the present, even in a modern European city
such as Genoa, the primary focus of this book.
Spectacular Miracles draws upon rich documentation from northwest Italy and elsewhere to show how, in a
range of historical contexts, these images ‘work’. Ritual animation of the image is vividly evoked, as is the
phenomenology of the beholder’s experience. The subversive potential of the miraculous image to bypass
clerical and secular authority is a central theme. Reproducibility enhances this power: devotion is hard to
control when a copy of a venerated image (even in a digital form mediated by the internet) is held to carry
the same supernatural potential as the original.
Spectacular Miracles engages with the history, anthropology and visual culture of images and religion, and is
a convincing study of the power of faith and art.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Thompson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Spectacular Miracles: Transforming
Images in Italy, From the Renaissance to the Present book because book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Martin Duval:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Spectacular Miracles: Transforming
Images in Italy, From the Renaissance to the Present is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Kevin Hardy:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Spectacular Miracles:
Transforming Images in Italy, From the Renaissance to the Present, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Patricia Coulter:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Spectacular Miracles: Transforming
Images in Italy, From the Renaissance to the Present to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Spectacular Miracles: Transforming Images in
Italy, From the Renaissance to the Present can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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