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There is a growing recognition that philosophy isn’t unique to the West, that it didn’t begin only with the
classical Greeks, and that Greek philosophy was influenced by Near Eastern traditions. Yet even today there
is a widespread assumption that what came before the Greeks was "before philosophy." In Philosophy before
the Greeks, Marc Van De Mieroop, an acclaimed historian of the ancient Near East, presents a
groundbreaking argument that, for three millennia before the Greeks, one Near Eastern people had a rich and
sophisticated tradition of philosophy fully worthy of the name.

In the first century BC, the Greek historian Diodorus of Sicily praised the Babylonians for their devotion to
philosophy. Showing the justice of Diodorus’s comment, this is the first book to argue that there were
Babylonian philosophers and that they studied knowledge systematically using a coherent system of logic
rooted in the practices of cuneiform script. Van De Mieroop uncovers Babylonian approaches to knowledge
in three areas: the study of language, which in its analysis of the written word formed the basis of all logic;
the art of divination, which interpreted communications between gods and humans; and the rules of law,
which confirmed that royal justice was founded on truth.

The result is an innovative intellectual history of the ancient Near Eastern world during the many centuries in
which Babylonian philosophers inspired scholars throughout the region—until the first millennium BC,
when the breakdown of this cosmopolitan system enabled others, including the Greeks, to develop
alternative methods of philosophical reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a
book. These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in
Ancient Babylonia.

Edward Christensen:

The book Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia?
A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of
Truth in Ancient Babylonia has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Louis McCarthy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in
Ancient Babylonia is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Harry Blalock:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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