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Emma Bell Miles (1879–1919) was a gifted writer, poet, naturalist, and artist with a keen perspective on
Appalachian life and culture. She and her husband Frank lived on Walden’s Ridge in southeast Tennessee,
where they struggled to raise a family in the difficult mountain environment. Between 1908 and 1918, Miles
kept a series of journals in which she recorded in beautiful and haunting prose the natural wonders and local
customs of Walden’s Ridge.

Jobs were scarce, however, and as the family’s financial situation deteriorated, Miles began to sell literary
works and paintings to make ends meet. Her short stories appeared in national magazines such as Harper’s
Monthly and Lippincott’s, and in 1905 she published Spirit of the Mountains, a nonfiction book about
southern Appalachia. After the death of her three-year-old son from scarlet fever in 1913, the journals took a
more somber turn as Miles documented the difficulties of mountain life, the plight of women in rural
communities, the effect of disparities of class and wealth, and her own struggle with tuberculosis.

Previously examined only by a handful of scholars, the journals contain both poignant and incisive accounts
of nature and a woman’s perspective on love and marriage, death customs, child-raising, medical care, and
subsistence on the land in southern Appalachia in the early twentieth century. With a foreword by Elizabeth
Engelhard, this edited selection of Emma Bell Miles’s journals is illustrated with examples of her painting.
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From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

This book untitled Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908-1918 (Race, Ethnicity
and Gender in Appalachia) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this publication from your list.

Rafael Runyan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908-1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in
Appalachia).

Beth Stewart:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Once I Too Had Wings: The
Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908-1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908-1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in
Appalachia) become your starter.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of
Emma Bell Miles, 1908-1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia) book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles,



1908-1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia) as good book not simply by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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