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In this essay we are going to deal with Black American English and its specific features and differences to
Standard English. The analysis includes an introduction to the grammar of BAE, its specific vocabulary, the
African elements in BAE and the ethnographic speech behaviour connected with the use of BAE. At the
beginning a short survey will be given on who actually speaks BAE.
1. Who speaks Black American English?
In general, we can say that all those speak BAE (= Black American English) who consider themselves to be
Black. Those are 80% of the Black American population. But also some Puerto Ricans and members of the
southern plantation owning class do use this language. In former times BAE was also used by some Indian
tribes and Seminoles. The dialect patterns depend on social factors rather than racial or geographic. Many
people are capable of several dialects, and also some Whites do speak those dialects.
The history of the Afro–American languages correlates with a caste system. The use of BAE indicates a low
level of education as well as a low social standard. It indicates that the speaker belongs to a social group that
has remained unassimilated to the white culture. Rich black families tend to speak Standard English. In the
use of Standard English among Blacks agegrading plays a great role. First the children adopt the language
they learn in their peer groups, later on they learn Standard English in school. The age-grading towards
Standard English is closely connected with status grading, i.e. children of families with a higher social level
tend to the use of Standard English. The higher a Black climbs on the social ladder the more he tends to
Standard English.
In general, women find it easier to affiliate with the middle-class and to adopt the white culture standards.
But the use of BAE is also an indicator of racial awareness and identity. And even highly educated Blacks
want to express their roots linguistically to show their identification. They do so by the use of ethnic slang
which they use, even if they detest the grammar and phonology of BAE 1.
1 Dillard, J.L.; Black English, New York, 1972. (p.229 – 240)
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Black American English. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Black
American English. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Lucinda Smith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Black American English can be very good book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

John Moore:

Black American English can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Black American English nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Lynda Alford:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Black American English we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Black American
English. You can more desirable than now.
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