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Once upon a time, they taught us to believe. They were the 1980 U.S. Olympic hockey team, a blue-collar
bunch led by an unconventional coach, and they engineered perhaps the greatest sports moment of the
twentieth century. Their “Miracle on Ice” has become a national fairy tale, but the real Cinderella story is
even more remarkable. It is a legacy of hope, hard work, and homegrown triumph. It is a chronicle of
everyday heroes who just wanted to play hockey happily ever after. It is still unbelievable.

The Boys of Winter is an evocative account of the improbable American adventure in Lake Placid, New
York. Drawing on hundreds of hours of interviews, Wayne Coffey explores the untold stories of the U.S.
upstarts, their Soviet opponents, and the forces that brought them together.

Plagued by the Iran hostage crisis, persistent economic woes, and the ongoing Cold War, the United States
battled a pervasive sense of gloom in 1980. And then came the Olympics. Traditionally a playground for the
Russian hockey juggernaut and its ever-growing collection of gold medals, an Olympic ice rink seemed an
unlikely setting for a Cold War upset. The Russians were experienced professional champions, state-reared
and state-supported. The Americans were mostly college kids who had their majors and their stipends and
their dreams, a squad that coach Herb Brooks had molded into a team in six months. It was men vs. boys,
champions vs. amateurs, communism vs. capitalism.

Coffey casts a fresh eye on this seminal sports event in The Boys of Winter, crafting an intimate look at the
team and giving readers an ice-level view of the boys who captivated a country. He details the unusual
chemistry of the Americans—formulated by a fiercely determined Brooks—and he seamlessly weaves
portraits of the players with the fluid, fast-paced action of the 1980 game itself. Coffey also traces the paths
of the players and coaches since that time, examining how the events in Lake Placid affected and directed
their lives and investigating what happens after one conquers the world.

But Coffey not only reveals the anatomy of an underdog, he probes the shocked disbelief of the unlikely
losers and how it felt to be taken down by such an overlooked opponent. After all, the greatest American
sports moment of the century was a Russian calamity, perhaps even more unimaginable in Moscow than in
Minnesota or Massachusetts. Coffey deftly balances the joyous American saga with the perspective of the
astonished silver medalists.

Told with warmth and an uncanny eye for detail, The Boys of Winter is an intimate, perceptive portrayal of
one Friday night in Lake Placid and the enduring power of the extraordinary.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Everett Barton:

This book untitled The Boys of Winter: The Untold Story of a Coach, a Dream, and the 1980 U.S. Olympic
Hockey Team to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer
or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past
this publication from your list.

Betsy Haley:

The book untitled The Boys of Winter: The Untold Story of a Coach, a Dream, and the 1980 U.S. Olympic
Hockey Team contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Brenda Cornell:

You will get this The Boys of Winter: The Untold Story of a Coach, a Dream, and the 1980 U.S. Olympic
Hockey Team by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

John Coffin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the The Boys of Winter: The Untold Story of a Coach, a Dream, and the 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey
Team when you necessary it?
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