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Neil Lanctot’s biography of Hall of Fame catcher Roy Campanella—filled with surprises—is the first life of
the Dodger great in decades and the most authoritative ever published.

Born to afather of Italian descent and an African- American mother, Campanella wanted to be a ballplayer
from childhood but was barred by color from the major |eagues. He dropped out of school to play
professional ball with the Negro Leagues’ Washington (later Baltimore) Elite Giants, where he honed his
skills under Hall of Fame catcher Biz Mackey. Campy played eight years in the Negro Leagues until the
major leagues integrated. Ironically, he and not Jackie Robinson might have been the player to integrate
baseball, as Lanctot reveals. An early recruit to Branch Rickey’s “ Great Experiment” with the Brooklyn
Dodgers, Campy became the first African-American catcher in the twentieth century in the major leagues. As
Lanctot discloses, Campanella and Robinson, pioneers of integration, had a contentious relationship, largely
asaresult of adispute over postseason barnstorming.

Campanellawas a mainstay of the great Dodger teams that consistently contended for pennantsin the late
1940s and 1950s. He was a three-time MV P, an outstanding defensive catcher, and a powerful offensive
threat. But on arainy January night in 1958, all that changed. On hisway home from his liquor storein
Harlem, Campy lost control of his car, hit a utility pole, and was paralyzed below the neck. Lanctot reveals
how Campanella s complicated persona life (he would marry three times) played arole in the accident.
Campanellawould now become another sort of pioneer, learning new techniques of physical therapy under
the celebrated Dr. Howard Rusk at his Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. As he gradually
recovered some limited motion, Campanellainspired other athletes and physically handicapped people
everywhere.

Based on interviews with dozens of people who knew Roy Campanella and diligent research into

contemporary sources, Campy offers a three-dimensional portrait of this gifted athlete and remarkable man
whose second life after baseball would prove as illustrious and courageous as his first.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Campy: The Two Lives of Roy
Campanella? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You aready know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Rose Villegas:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want
attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanellaiskind of reserve
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joshua Nichols;

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test |ook
for book, may be the guide untitled Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella can be excellent book to
read. May beit isusualy best activity to you.

Matthew White:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get agreat dea of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book hasalot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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