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From 1897 to 1917 the red-light district of Storyville commercialized and even thrived on New Orleans's
longstanding reputation for sin and sexual excess. This notorious neighborhood, located just outside of the
French Quarter, hosted a diverse cast of characters who reflected the cultural milieu and complex social
structure of turn-of-the-century New Orleans, a city infamous for both prostitution and interracial intimacy.
In particular, Lulu White -- a mixed-race prostitute and madam -- created an image of herself and marketed it
profitably to sell sex with light-skinned women to white men of means. In Spectacular Wickedness, Emily
Epstein Landau examines the social history of this famed district within the cultural context of developing
racial, sexual, and gender ideologies and practices.

Storyville's founding was envisioned as a reform measure, an effort by the city's business elite to curb and
contain prostitution -- namely, to segregate it. In 1890, the Louisiana legislature passed the Separate Car Act,
which, when challenged by New Orleans's Creoles of color, led to the landmark Plessy v. Ferguson decision
in 1896, constitutionally sanctioning the enactment of "separate but equal” laws. The concurrent partitioning
of both prostitutes and blacks worked only to reinforce Storyville's libidinous license and turned sex across
the color line into a more lucrative commodity.

By looking at prostitution through the lens of patriarchy and demonstrating how gendered racial ideologies
proved crucial to the remaking of southern society in the aftermath of the Civil War, Landau reveals how
Storyville's salacious and eccentric subculture played a significant role in the way New Orleans constructed
itself during the New South era.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Reynolds:

Here thing why this particular Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading abook is good nonethelessit dependsin the
content than it which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not. Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and
Memory in Storyville, New Orleans giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory
in Storyville, New Orleans. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New
Orleansin e-book can be your aternate.

Jenny Davis:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans,
you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a e-book.

Ollie Nadeau:

The book Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans has alot details onit.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Joaquin Bedard:

Why? Because this Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleansis an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving



your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will
go to the publication store hurriedly.
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