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Featuring essays by twelve prominent American literature scholars, Roman Holidaysexpl ores the tradition of
American travel to Italy and makes a significant contribution to the understanding of nineteenth-century
American encounters with Italian culture and, more specifically, with Rome.

Theincrease in American travel to Italy during the nineteenth century was partly a product of improved
conditions of travel. As suggested in thetitle, Italy served nineteenth-century writers and artists as a kind of
laboratory site for encountering Others and “ other” kinds of experience. No doubt Italy offered a place of
holiday—a momentary escape from the familiar—but the journey to Rome, a place urging upon the visitor a
new and more complex sense of history, also forced areexamination of oneself and one's identity. Writers
and artists found their religious, political, and sexual assumptions challenged.

Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Marble Faun has a prominent place in this collection: as Henry James
commented in his study of Hawthorne, the book was “part of the intellectual equipment of the Anglo-Saxon
visitor to Rome.” The essayists also examine works by James, Fuller, Melville, Douglass, Howells, and other
writers as well as such sculptors as Hiram Powers, William Wetmore Story, and Harriet Hosmer.

Bringing contemporary concerns about gender, race, and class to bear upon nineteenth-century texts, Roman
Holidaysis an especially timely contribution to nineteenth-century American studies.
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From reader reviews:
Christi Potter:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a strall,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book €ligible Roman Holidays: American
Writers and Artists in Nineteenth-Century Italy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Lisa Vazquez:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Roman Holidays: American Writers and Artists in Nineteenth-Century Italy, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a guide.

Stacia Cobb:

The book Roman Holidays: American Writers and Artistsin Nineteenth-Century Italy has alot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Michad Grammer:

Roman Holidays: American Writers and Artists in Nineteenth-Century Italy can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving hig/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Roman Holidays: American Writers and Artists in Nineteenth-Century Italy yet doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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