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In Masculinity Besieged? Xueping Zhong looks at Chinese literature and films produced during the 1980s to
examine male subjectivities in contemporary China. Reading through a feminist psychoanalytic lens, Zhong
argues that understanding the nature of male subjectivities as portrayed in literature and film is crucial to
understanding China’s ongoing quest for modernity.
Before the 1990s onslaught of popular culture decentered the role of intellectuals within the nation, they had
come to embody Chinese masculinity during the previous decade. The focus on masculinity in literature had
become unprecedented in scale and the desire for “real men” began to permeate Chinese popular culture,
making icons out of Rambo and Takakura Ken. Stories by Zhang Xianliang and Liu Heng portraying male
anxiety about masculine sexuality are employed by Zhong to show how “marginal” males negotiate their
sexual identities in relation to both women and the state. Looking at writers popular among not only the
well-educated but also the working and middle classes, she discusses works by Han Shaogong, Yu Hua, and
Wang Shuo and examines instances of self-loathing male voices, particularly as they are articulated in Mo
Yan’s well-known work Red Sorghum. In her last chapter Zhong examines “roots literature,” which speaks
of the desire to create strong men as a part of the effort to create a geopolitically strong Chinese nation. In an
afterword, Zhong situates her study in the context of the 1990s.
This book will be welcomed by scholars of Chinese cultural studies, as well as in literary and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of
Modernity and Male Subjectivity in Chinese Literature of the Late Twentieth Century? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Peggy Witzel:

The book Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of Modernity and Male Subjectivity in Chinese Literature of the
Late Twentieth Century can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the great thing like a book Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of Modernity and Male Subjectivity in
Chinese Literature of the Late Twentieth Century? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of Modernity and Male Subjectivity in Chinese Literature of the
Late Twentieth Century has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kristopher Sutherland:

Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of Modernity and Male Subjectivity in Chinese Literature of the Late
Twentieth Century can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of Modernity and
Male Subjectivity in Chinese Literature of the Late Twentieth Century nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Raymond Floyd:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Masculinity Besieged?: Issues of Modernity and Male Subjectivity in Chinese Literature of the Late
Twentieth Century. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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