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from “Mount Fuji”

A draughtsman’s draughtsman, Hokusai at 70

thought he’d begun to grasp the structures

 

of birds and beasts, insects and fish, of the way

plants grow, hoped that by 90 he’d have

penetrated to their essential nature.

 

And more, by 100, I will have reached the stage

where every dot, every mark I make will be

alive. You always loved that resolve, you’d repeat

 

joyfully—Hokusai’s utterance of faith

in work’s possibilities, its reward, that,

at 130, he’d perhaps have learned to draw.

 

Gail Mazur’s poems in Forbidden City  build an engaging meditative structure upon the elements of
mortality and art, eloquently contemplating the relationship of art and life—and the dynamic possibilities of
each in combination. At the collection’s heart is the poet’s long marriage to the artist Michael Mazur
(1935–2009). A fascinating range of tone infuses the book—grieving, but clear-eyed rather than lugubrious,
sometimes whimsical, even comical, and often exuberant. The note of pleasure, as in an old tradition
enriched by transience, runs through the work, even in the final poem, “Grief,” where “our ravenous hold on
the world” is a powerful central element.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Forbidden
City (Phoenix Poets). All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Tyrone Smith:

This Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) can be among the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Emily Higginbotham:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Carol Anthony:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) can make you experience more
interested to read.
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