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This book combines a sweeping narrative of the Civil War with a bold new look at the war’s significance for
American society. Professor Hummel sees the Civil War as America’s turning point: simultaneously the
culmination and repudiation of the American revolution.
While the chapters tell the story of the Civil War and discuss the issues raised in readable prose, each chapter
is followed by a detailed bibliographical essay, looking at all the different major works on the subject, with
their varying ideological viewpoints and conclusions.
In his economic analysis of slavery, Professor Hummel takes a different view than the two major poles
which have determined past discussions of the topic. While some writers claim that slavery was unprofitable
and harmful to the Southern economy, and others maintain it was profitable and efficient for the South,
Hummel uses the economic concept of Deadweight Loss to show that slavery was both highly profitable for
slave owners and harmful to Southern economic development.
While highly critical of Confederate policy, Hummel argues that the war was fought to prevent secession,
not to end slavery, and that preservation of the Union was not necessary to end slavery: the North could have
let the South secede peacefully, and slavery would still have been quickly terminated. Part of Hummel’s
argument is that the South crucially relied on the Northern states to return runaway slaves to their owners.
This new edition has a substantial new introduction by the author, correcting and supplementing the account
given in the first edition (the major revision is an increase in the estimate of total casualties) and a foreword
by John Majewski, a rising star of Civil War studies.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

This book untitled Emancipating Slaves, Enslaving Free Men: A History of the American Civil War to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Johnny Cervantes:

Typically the book Emancipating Slaves, Enslaving Free Men: A History of the American Civil War has a
lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Fabiola Gaylor:

This Emancipating Slaves, Enslaving Free Men: A History of the American Civil War is brand-new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Emancipating Slaves, Enslaving Free Men: A History of the American Civil War can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Emancipating Slaves, Enslaving Free Men: A History of the
American Civil War was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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