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Vincent Ferrer (1350-1419), a celebrated Dominican preacher from Vaencia, was revered as aliving saint
during his lifetime, receiving papal canonization within fifty years of his death. In The Saint and the
Chopped-Up Baby, Laura Ackerman Smoller recounts the fascinating story of how Vincent became the
subject of widespread devotion, ranging from the saint's tomb in Brittany to cult centersin Spain, Italy,
France, Germany, and Latin America, where Vincent is still venerated today. Along the way, Smoller traces
the long and sometimes contentious process of establishing a stable image of a new saint.

Vincent came to be epitomized by a singularly arresting miracle tale in which a mother kills, chops up, and
cooks her own baby, only to have the child restored to life by the saint’ s intercession. This miracle became a
key emblem in the official portrayal of the saint promoted by the papal court and the Dominican order, still
haunted by the memory of the Great Schism (1378-1414) that had rent the Catholic Church for nearly forty
years. Vincent, however, proved to be a potent religious symbol for others whose agendas did not necessarily
align with those of Rome. Whether shoring up the political legitimacy of Breton or Aragonese rulers,
proclaiming a new plague saint, or trumpeting their own holiness, individuals imposed their own meanings
on the Dominican saint.

Drawing on nuanced readings of canonization inquests, hagiography, liturgical sources, art, and devotional

materials, Smoller tracks these various appropriations from the time of Vincent’s 1455 canonization through
the eve of the Enlightenment. In the process, she brings to life along, raucous discussion ranging over many
centuries. The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby restores the voices of that conversation in all its complexity.
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From reader reviews:
Frances Small:

Baook isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important for us. The book The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of
Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe had been making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Saint
and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe is not only
giving you alot more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can
spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Saint and the
Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe. Y ou never really feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Margaret Honig:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The
Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Becky Duncan:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of
Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe as the daily resource information.

ThomasEllis:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Saint and the Chopped-Up
Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in
Medieval and Early Modern Europe as good book not only by the cover but aso through the content. Thisis



one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense

to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.
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