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Critics predominantly view Herman Melville's Billy Budd, Sailor as a "testament of acceptance," the work of
a man who had become politically conservative in his last years. William V. Spanos disagrees, arguing that
the novella was not only a politically radical critique of American exceptionalism but also an eerie preview
of the state of exception employed, most recently, by the George W. Bush administration in the post--9/11
War on Terror. While Billy Budd, Sailor is ostensibly about the Napoleonic Wars, Spanos contends that it is
at heart a cautionary tale addressed to the American public as the country prepared to extend its westward
expansion into the Pacific Ocean by way of establishing a global imperial navy. Through a close,
symptomatic reading of Melville's text, Spanos rescues from critical oblivion the pervasive, dense, and
decisive details that disclose the consequences of normalizing the state of exception -- namely, the
transformation of the criminal into the policeman (Claggart) and of the political human being into the
disposable reserve that can be killed with impunity (Billy Budd). What this shows, Spanos demonstrates, is
that Melville's uncanny attunement to the dark side of the American exceptionalism myth enabled him to
foresee its threat to the very core of democracy in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This view, Spanos
believes, anticipates the state of exception theory that has emerged in the recent work of Giorgio Agamben,
Alain Badiou, Judith Butler, and Jacques Ranciere, among other critical theorists.The Exceptionalist State
and the State of Exception illustrates that Melville, in his own time, was aware of the negative consequences
of the deeply inscribed exceptionalist American identity and recognized the essential domestic and foreign
policy issues that inform the country's national security program today.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Here thing why this specific The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy
Budd, Sailor (Rethinking Theory) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Exceptionalist
State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy Budd, Sailor (Rethinking Theory) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy Budd, Sailor (Rethinking
Theory). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy Budd,
Sailor (Rethinking Theory) in e-book can be your alternate.

Ralph Capra:

The reserve untitled The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy Budd,
Sailor (Rethinking Theory) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Exceptionalist State
and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy Budd, Sailor (Rethinking Theory) from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Tony Jacobson:

This The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's Billy Budd, Sailor (Rethinking
Theory) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman
Melville's Billy Budd, Sailor (Rethinking Theory) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny
right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt that?

Judith Craig:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know



everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Exceptionalist State and the State of Exception ; Herman Melville's
Billy Budd, Sailor (Rethinking Theory) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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