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Plato's Republic, Hobbes's Leviathan, and Marx's Communist Manifesto are universally acknowledged
classics of Western political thought. But how strong are the core arguments on which they base their visions
of the good society that they want to bring into being? In thislively and provocative book, W. G. Runciman
shows where and why they fail, even after due allowance has been made for the different historical contexts
in which they wrote. Plato, Hobbes, and Marx were all passionately convinced that justice, peace, and order
could be established if only their teachings were implemented and the right people put into power. But
Runciman makes a powerful case to the effect that all three were irredeemably naive in their assumptions
about how human societies function and evolve and how human behavior could be changed. Y et despite this,
Runciman insists that Republic, Leviathan, and The Communist Manifesto remain great books. Born of
righteous anger and frustration, they are masterfully eloguent pleas for better worlds--worlds that Plato,
Hobbes, and Marx cannot bring themselves to admit to be unattainable.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Nelson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire al their reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of themisthis
Great Books, Bad Arguments: Republic, Leviathan, and The Communist Manifesto.

Dorothy Cropper:

The book untitled Great Books, Bad Arguments: Republic, Leviathan, and The Communist Manifesto contain
alot of information on the idea. The writer explainsthe girl ideawith easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.

Joshua Stickley:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just

watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do

you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It al right you

can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Great Books, Bad Arguments:
Republic, Leviathan, and The Communist Manifesto which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this

book? Let's see.

Homer Gardner:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Great Books, Bad Arguments: Republic,
Leviathan, and The Communist Manifesto was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Great Books, Bad Arguments: Republic, Leviathan, and The Communist Manifesto has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that.
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