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Naval, aeronautic, and mechanical engineers played a powerful part in the military buildup of Japan in the
early and mid-twentieth century. They belonged to a militaristic regime and embraced the importance of
their role in it. Takashi Nishiyama examines the impact of war and peace on technological transformation
during the twentieth century. He is the first to study the paradoxical and transformative power of Japan’s
defeat in World War II through the lens of engineering.

Nishiyama asks: How did authorities select and prepare young men to be engineers? How did Japan develop
curricula adequate to the task (and from whom did the country borrow)? Under what conditions? What did
the engineers think of the planes they built to support Kamikaze suicide missions? But his study ultimately
concerns the remarkable transition these trained engineers made after total defeat in 1945. How could the
engineers of war machines so quickly turn to peaceful construction projects such as designing the equipment
necessary to manufacture consumer products? Most important, they developed new high-speed rail services,
including the Shinkansen Bullet Train. What does this change tell us not only about Japan at war and then in
peacetime but also about the malleability of engineering cultures?

Nishiyama aims to counterbalance prevalent Eurocentric/Americentric views in the history of technology.
Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868–1964 sets the historical experience of one country’s
technological transformation in a larger international framework by studying sources in six different
languages: Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, and Spanish. The result is a fascinating read for
those interested in technology, East Asia, and international studies. Nishiyama's work offers lessons to
policymakers interested in how a country can recover successfully after defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The book Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns
Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History
of Technology) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Allison Devore:

The knowledge that you get from Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology) is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) instantly.

Jordan Miller:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Cynthia Haynes:

The actual book Engineering War and Peace in Modern Japan, 1868-1964 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the



History of Technology) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
looking over this book.
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